County lines is increasingly becoming a huge safeguarding concern for children and young people.

90% of police departments have seen an increase in county lines activity in their area. Criminal ac-

tivity is a serious issue in the UK with 46,000 children involved in gangs In 2022 there were 478 cas-

es of modern slavery reported in Birmingham involving children with many of these criminal exploi-
tation and county lines related. (https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk)

County lines is a type of criminal exploitation where children and young people are groomed by
gangs for criminal activity such as selling or storing drugs and weapons and getting transported
usually to remote coastal and market towns to traffic drugs.

Other ways children and young people may be criminally exploited include; trafficking, gang and
knife crime, financial fraud and sexual exploitation. Children are groomed and then often stuck
paying back debts to these gangs and forced into criminal activity.

Young people in secondary school are most targeted by gangs but children as young as 6 have been
groomed into county lines.

Even if younger children aren't initially selling or moving drugs they are likely to be groomed and

exposed because gangs see them as unlikely to be caught or suspected.

Signs to look at out
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e What are we doing as a school to raise awareness?

The school has dedicated a week to educating staff and children on county lines starting 4* March.
Things we are doing include;

e Our PCSO Duncan Long will be holding a workshop for years 4,5 and 6 to promote awareness
and understanding of county lines and where to access advice.

o All staff will be receiving a safeguarding briefing on county lines, how to spot signs and relevant
information

e All parents will be receiving this newsletter with access to useful links and information

Where to access support if you are worried about a child?

e Ifachildisinimmediate danger or risk call 999

e Contact your local children services- https://www.birminghamchildrenstrust.co.uk/contact
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Useful organisations for gaining information:

e Crime stoppers helpline 0800 555 111 and website https://crimestoppers-uk.org

e NSPCC Helpline 0808 800 5000 and website
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/county-lines/

e Children’s Society offers a range of support, training and information on county lines and child
exploitation as well as guides for parents https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk

e Follow your organisations child protection procedures, Slade's is linked here>
https://slade.bham.sch.uk/document/2472#slade-primary-safeqguarding-and-child-protection-policy-2023-24/

NSPCC

e CrimeStoppers.

a child?

- 0800 555111

100% anonymous. Always.
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